The Man Who Loved Locks
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Now this tale tells of the man who loved locks,
A man with no wife who doted on locks.
With glance golden on gears he cured sick bronze,
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On the coldest night the locksmith worked alone,
The man who loved locks trembled at this guest.

The night was black ice as he tinkered alone.
Into his closed shop stepped a red-faced man,

Even in each eye glowed a sunset blood-lit.
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On the hottest night the locksmith worked alone,

Moon sweated bug-bites as he toiled alone.
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Like sudden match-stink a red face appeared,
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The Devil he strapped with catgut to a bench
The king of bad fate was bound to his bench.
|
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Fetched fast an alembic of boiling tin,
And into the face of hatred tipped it.
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“I kept my promise, your eyes are hard shut!”
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He thrashed from his fetters, ran to the street,
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Now this tale tells how Scratchfyre did scream,
With sight seared right out the earth felt his scream.
And cursed and collapsed and was killed in pain.
The rat dragged him under a white mare’s dung.
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